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Genesis 12-29 Week 3  

Daily Reading Plan: 
 
__Gen.12-14 

__Gen.15-18  

__Gen.19-21 

__Gen.22-24 

__Gen.25-27 

__Gen.28-29 

__REST* 

 
*use this day to meditate on the 
week’s Scripture reading.  If needed, 
use it to catch up or read ahead. 
 
 

 

 

Memory Verse: 

    

"Surely the Lord is in 

this place, and I was 

not aware of it." 

       Genesis 28:16b 

     
How often that sensation hits me! 

Like Jacob I can’t help but 

respond with a sense of awe when 

it does. Where are some places 

that you have been unexpectedly 

reminded of God’s presence? 

___________________________

___________________________ 

Father Abraham ….. and Mother Sarah 
     Abraham is considered the father of three of today’s major 

religions:  Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (through Ishmael).  

Which of those does not include Sarah as its “mother”? ________ 

     Though polygamy was a common practice in these ancient 

times, and even the words concubine and wife seemed to be used 

somewhat interchangeably (ex. Keturah in Gen. 25:1 and 1 Chron. 

1:32), there was still often a distinction made when it came to 

inheritance.  Therefore, it mattered a great deal who the mother 

was. In this case, it was God who was adamant that Sarah, and no 

other, would be the mother of His chosen people.  Even the 

meaning of her name (both Sarai and Sarah) implies the 

importance of her role: woman of “high rank”, or “princess”.  

     The problem was that Sarah didn’t fully understand the value 

God had placed on her.  As an aging barren woman in a culture 

where bearing children was what women were for, she had to have 

some un- certainty about her purpose and worth.  Add to that 

God’s promises to Abraham about his offspring, and she must 

have felt a crushing sense of failure. She was letting down herself, 

her husband, and even God! 

When she suggested that Abraham produce an heir through her 

handmaid, I have to wonder if she wasn’t actually using a common 

ploy of wives to manipulate their husbands into words of 

affirmation and reassurance.  Like when a wife wants to spend a 

quiet evening with her husband, she might say “Oh, just go ahead 

and go out with the guys.”  What every woman knows she really 

wants is for her husband to say “Honey, I would enjoy your 

company much more. I think I will stay home.”  Understandably, 

the men don’t get it and reply just like Abraham did, with an 

“okay”. Then the wife, who by then doesn’t want to admit to her 

husband what she was really after, gets angry in a way that totally 

baffles the husband.  Instead of being reassured, she gets 

confirmation that her husband really doesn’t love her, and, in a 

case  like Sarah’s, might even feel rejected by God.  Even though 

polygamy was common, that didn’t remove the presence of hurt 

and jealousy.                                         Continued on page 2   

Next week:  Gen.30-50 
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Marriage 
What Abraham and Sarah learned about 

1.  God’s promises include your spouse.  

God made a promise to Abraham without 

specifically mentioning Sarah, but later 

made it clear that she, and no other, was 

Abraham’s partner in that plan.  It must 

have been humbling to both Abraham and 

Sarah to realize that God’s plan for them 

would be fulfilled only in interdependence 

with each other.   

2.  Marriage, even love, can survive a 

lot.  Abraham betrayed Sarah with his 

request for her to tell a half-truth, and 

Sarah wasn’t real pleasant about the whole 

Hagar deal.  Still, they were faithful to one 

another and to their God. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Marriage is worth going to 

great lengths to protect.  God sent 

terrible plagues on Pharaoh’s wives 

barren – for the sake of preserving 

the purity of Abraham and Sarah’s 

marriage.  He also told Abraham to 

go ahead and send Hagar and 

Ishmael away, as Sarah wished. A 

harsh call to make,  

but God apparently  

takes a harsh view 

toward anything  

that disrupts the  

sacred purity of   

marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother Sarah continued from page 1 

 

Fortunately, God stepped in to reassure Sarah where 

Abraham did not.  What did God say about His plans for 

Sarah in Gen. 17:15-21? ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

Do you think Sarah was trying to help God’s plan come 

about by giving Abraham Hagar, or was she hoping that 

Abraham would refuse her suggestion? _______________ 

_______________________________________________ 

What was Sarah and Hagar’s relationship like after 

Ishmael was born? _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

“Helping” God 
     It seems that we just can’t be privy to God’s plans without thinking we need to help Him along a bit.  Whatever 

other motivations Sarah and Abraham may have had for the Hagar business, it would have been easy to justify since 

it seemed to be helping along what God wanted to accomplish.  From our vantage point, it is easy to see that the 

birth of Ishmael really wasn’t much “help”.  The descendants of Ishmael and the descendants of Isaac have been at 

odds with each other ever since.  The idea of helping God didn’t end with Abraham and Sarah.  Rebekah is told by 

God that the younger of her twins will rule the older, so the rest of her days are spent making that happen. Saul got 

tired of waiting for Samuel to come make the sacrifice and felt “compelled” to go ahead and do it himself.  Peter 

valiantly chopped off a soldier’s ear when they came to arrest Jesus, followed by Jesus undoing what Peter had 

helpfully done for His sake.   

    Our “helpfulness” hasn’t ended there. The Crusades, the Salem witch hunts, and all kinds of historical disasters 

have been produced by good Christian intention.  But the result of mere humans trying to bring about God’s plan 

can be counterproductive at best and tragic at worst when allowed to follow a path of our own invention.  We are 

most in danger of error in the waiting times, the times when God appears to be inactive or silent.  We feel 

“compelled” to act or speak for Him.  We make rules where none exist.  We charge ahead in ignorance.  We 

generally mess things up.  But the great thing is that God’s plans, for Abraham and Sarah, for the nation of Israel, 

for you and me, and for all mankind, stand despite our help! 

  

But theBut theBut theBut the plans of the  plans of the  plans of the  plans of the 

Lord stand firm Lord stand firm Lord stand firm Lord stand firm 

forever,forever,forever,forever,    

the purposes of his the purposes of his the purposes of his the purposes of his 

heartheartheartheart    through all through all through all through all 

generations.generations.generations.generations.    

Psalm 33:11Psalm 33:11Psalm 33:11Psalm 33:11    
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Who were these women? 

Sarah (Gen. 12, 16-18) ___________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Milcah (Gen.11,22,24) ___________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Hagar (Gen.16,21) ______________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Rebekah (Gen. 24,25,27) _________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Keturah (Gen. 25) _______________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Judith and Basemath (Gen. 26) _____________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Mahalath (Gen. 28) ______________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Leah (Gen. 29) _________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Rachel (Gen. 29) ________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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STRESS BUSTER 
 

     While visiting an intro-

ductory college psychology 

course, I was struck by the 

professor’s comment on 

stress. She said that it results 

only when perceived 

demands exceed perceived 

resources.  

     How many of the women 

that we read about this week 

experienced stress?  

     How much stress did you 

experience this week? 

     How do you perceive your 

demands in relation to your 

resources? 

     What stress relieving 

reminder did God give Sarah 

in 18:14? _______________ 

_______________________ 

     How does that compare 

with Gabriel’s words to Mary 

in Luke 1:37? 

“For nothing is 

impossible with God." 
     What do you think God’s 

words would be to you? 

     

 

  

 

This is my understanding of the family relationships in Gen. 

12-29.  Fill in the missing names in the yellow boxes. 

Uz, Buz,  Kesed, 

Hazo, Pildash, 

Jidlaph & 

Bethuel 

(22:2122) 

Bethuel 

(22:21-22) 

?

------------------------------------

- 

---------------------

----------------------- ---------------- -------

  ---

? Abraham’s mother Terah 
( 11:26) 

Sarah 
( 11:29) 

--
--

--
--

- 

Abraham  Hagar 
(16:1-16) 

  Reumah 

 -
--

--
--

 

Nahor 

Lot  (11:27) Jokshan 

 (25:3) 

? Sarah’s mother 

( 20:12) 

Zimran 

(25:2) 
 

    -----------------------------------------------------------------

Sheba   

(25:3) 

 

Dedan 

(25:3) 

(Asshurites, Letushites, Leummites) 

M
ed

an
  

M
id

ia
n

 

Is
h

b
ak

  

S
h

u
ah

 

Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, 

Abida & Eldaah (25:4) 

Nebaioth, Kedar, Adbeel, 

Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, 

Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, 

Naphish and Kedemah 

1st 

daughter 

(Moabites) 

Laban 
(24:29) 

(Ammonites 

--
--

--
- 

--
--

2nd 

daughter 

Iscah Tebah, Gaham, Tahash 

& Maacah (22:24) 

K
em

u
el

 

Aram 

(22:21) 

Jacob Rachel 

(29-30) 

--------- ------- ----- We meet the rest 

of Jacob’s family 

in chapters 30-50  

Family Tree  

  

 
Judith 

26:34 

Bashemath 

26:34 

(Adah) 

36:2,3 

Mahalath 

26:34 

(Bashemath) 

36:2,3 

Aholibamah 

36:2,3 
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37. where Lot and his daughters
lived (19:30)

38. Ishmael's mom (16:15)
39. king of Salem (14:18)
40. what Issac was left (25:5)
44. in Jacob's dream (28:12)
47. number of sons of Milcah

(22:23)
49. What Lot's son-in-laws

thought he was doing (19:14)
50. Jacob made one (28:20)
51. Jacob received Esau's

(27:22,23)
52. what Abraham was willing to

sacrifice (22:12)
53. what God was to Sarah

(21:1)
54. what Lot's wife became a

pillar of (19:26)
57. Abraham's servant (15:2)
58. What Rebekah was covered

with (24:65)
60. "Surely the Lord is in this

_________" (28:16)
62. Abraham's descendants as

numerous as these (22:17)
63. chosen along with Abraham

(17:15-21)
65. Abraham bought land to

_____Sarah (23:4)

3. God warned Abimelech this
way (20:3)

5. Lot's wife was instructed to
not look ____ (19:17)

7. what the concubine's kids got
(25:6)

9. pits the men of Sodom &
Gomorrah fell into (14:10)

10. joined Issac in burying
Abraham (25:9)

12. time of day the angels went
to Sodom (19:1)

15. God appeared to Abrahm
near these great trees (18:1)

17. Esau married her to appease
his parents (28:6-9)

18. what the name Hagar means
(SG)

20. drew water for the camels too
(24:19)

21. what Esau's wives caused
(26:35)

25. Jacob's pillow (28:11)
26. loved by Jacob (29:18)
27. Abram lived in this land

(13:12)
28. number of daughters who

went with Lot (19:15)
32. age of Ishmael when

circumcised (17:25)
34. credited to Abraham as

righteousness (15:6)

Across

35. where Rebekah's ring went
(24:47)

38. where Abraham's servant
prayed (24:45)

39. what Sarai did to Hagar
(16:6)

41. number of Keturah's children
(25:2)

42. Esau held against Jacob
(27:41)

43. God told Abraham to be
(17:1)

45. Sodom would have been
spared for this many
righteous (18:32)

46. Issac stayed here (26:6)
48. Abraham and Abimelech

made one (21:27)
52. worth a birthright (25:29-34)
55. what the name Sarah means

(SG)
56. red and hairy (25:25)
59. where Ishmael's wife was

from (21:21)
61. Sarah was the mother of

(17:16)
64. favorite of Rebekah (25:26)
66. transportation (24:61)
67. Jacob's oldest (29:32)
68. who Rebekah took along

(24:59)
69. Sarah's first name (12:5)

1. God provided for sacrifice
(22;13)

2. Rebekah's brother (24:29)
4. sister-in-law of Sarah (11:29)
6. Abraham's wife (25:1-6)
8. Sarah's son (21:3)

11. Sarah's response to the
promise of having a child
(18:12)

13. Issac reopened (26:18)
14. number of men who visited

Abraham's tent (18:2)
16. what God made with

Abraham (17:10)
17. Isaac went to the field in the

evening to do this (24:63)
19. Rebekah and Issac had

(25:21-24)
22. oldest sister (29:16)
23. where Sarah died (23:2)
24. Abraham parted company

with (13:8,9)
29. Abraham sent his servant to

get one for Issac (24:3,4)
30. How much Abraham gave to

Melchizedek (14:20)
31. Hagar and Ishmael went

there (21:14)
33. what Ishmael's sons lived in

(25:18)
36. where concubine's sons were

sent (25:6)

Down

 
PUZZLE CLUES (taken from the NIV translation) 

For comments or questions, contact 

me at   victoryrd@hotmail.com  

or for more studies visit 

www.downvictoryrd.com  
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                          PUZZLE PAGE    
                     WEEK3  Genesis 12-29                    Crossword

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

22 23

24 25 26

27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37

38 39 40 41

42

43 44

45

46 47 48

49

50 51

52 53

54 55

56 57

58

59 60 61 62

63

64 65

66 67

68 69
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L B I L D A D S A B E A N S

I H A W K O E

G E A S I L E N C E Z O P H A R

H A T I I W E

T H R E E N V F P O B C

I R E I R R E D L O

N L S T R E A M S E A N

R I G H T E O U S E Y H L M S

O V B I I E I

R I I P V L D

S A P O T T E R Y P R E S E N C E

B R E A T H T E R S R

H T W O C H A L D E A N S

O R U N

O I N F E R I O R C L A Y

S K I N A O S C A U S E N

T T G N E G G

G R A C E F U L U R

I G E A R S T E M A N I T E

C R Y S A

H I B E H E M O T H T

T R O U B L E S L

P I E T Y Z D E A T H

 

PACKED AND READY 

     

Modern day Bedouin tents are probably 

much like the one Abraham and his 

family lived in.  Apparently Lot 

preferred a more settled city life.  What 

do you think Sarah thought when her 

husband wanted her to leave the relative 

comfort of first Ur, and then Haran, for 

a camping trip that would last the rest of 

her life?  Did she grumble or did she 

cheerfully participate in her husband’s 

new adventure commissioned by God? 

What made her trust her husband? 

     What about Lot’s wife?  What made 

her hesitate to trust her husband? Was it 

his own lack of confidence in the 

angel’s instructions, or perhaps his 

willingness to sacrifice their daughters 

to the mob? What made her look back?  

Was she from Sodom? Had she grown 

up there?  How would you feel about 

leaving behind everything and everyone 

you had ever known?  

    The advice the angels gave her is 

good advice for us as well- “Don’t look 

back.”  When we look back at what 

might have been, or at what we have 

lost or left behind, we may not turn into 

a pillar of salt, but we can be overcome 

with a bitterness or regret that will 

harden our hearts. 

     Rebekah’s attitude when Abraham’s 

servant was ready to hurry home with 

her is admirable. She simply said “I will 

go”. She was ready to move forward 

into God’s plan, whatever that might 

bring her.      Are you? 

WEEK 2 

PUZZLE 

ANSWERS 

We say we trust God, but then we take matters into our own hands and try to move ahead in 
our own power, not allowing the Lord to provide.  We miss seeing and experiencing the miracle 

hand of God.”        Emilie Barnes 
 

God’s Advice to Hagar 
From Genesis 16 

God asked Hagar two questions. Where have you come from and 

where are you going?  She knew the answer to the first question, but 

like us had no idea where she was headed. So God gave her some 

good advice. 

1. Don’t run away. Go back and face your problems. (Hagar’s name 

means “flight”) 

2. Submit to the one who wronged you.  Work on your attitude. 

3. Accept God’s help.  Though just a servant, she trusted in 

Abraham’s God.  She received a promise of blessing and protection 

from Him. He saw her. 
 


