What a perfect plan! Canaan was about to become a place
of hunger and oppression as famine and warring groups of peo-
Plc ravaged the land. T he nation of |srael was still in its infancy
and needed a protected place to grow to the size and strength
that would be needed to claim the land that (God had promised
to Abraham. [” gypt was the perfect cocoon, a safe resting

place for the nation of |sracl to flourish and grow. So (God or-
chestrated the plan that would bring them to this safe haven. Jo-
seph was sent ahead to make sure everything was set in place.
The famine was perfectly timed. A place was ensured for the
family group of |sraclites in the relative safety of (Goshen, a
P]ace in the Nile Delta fertile enough to support growth in live-
stock and people.

[How many |sraclites entered Ceypt according to (senesis
46:267

How long had (God told Abraham that they would remain in
(Genesis 15:137

Besides the [sraelites growing in strength and number, what else
needed to haPPcn before it was time for them to return to Ca~

naan (15:16)?




SFOTTINGCHRIST

Rather than an actual encounter with our Lord this week, we see only a foreshadow of him in

the life of Joseph. From these New Testament references, what parallels do you note between the

life of Joseph, and the life of Jesus?

Matt. 1:21

Matt. 3:17

Matt. 4:1

Matt. 26:15

Matt. 26:59-60

Luke 3:23-34

John 7:5 .

John 10:11,27 ]
1 Cor. 2:7,8 )
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TIMELINE EGYPT

(approximate dates) Called “Misrayim” by the Hebrew people, the

land of Egypt plays a huge role in the history of

Israel. The first Egyptians, settling along the ex-
Abraham tremely fertile banks of the Nile, were descen-
2000 B.C. dants of Ham. Abraham visited Egypt for help

during a time of famine in Canaan. No one is certain

when exactly Joseph went to Egypt, but the most
Cit oFUrFa”stothc idel d i iod is duri )
Y widely accepted time period is during Egypt’s 12th
[ amites Dynasty, a time when Egypt was a strong world
2004 B.C. power. Probably shortly after the time of Joseph,

Egypt fell under the control of a Semitic people from

Amenenhet | bcgan Asia, known as the Hyksos.

the 12th clynasty an

1963 B.C.

JoscPh sold into

slavcry in ]:_ggpt
1898 B.C.

Sphinx built
2500 B.C.

[Hammurabi
becomes king of
Babglon
1792 B.C.

Just Wonc]cring

What was the relationship between the Ishmaelites and Midianites?

The Hyksos invade

and rule E_ggpt
1775-1570 B.C.

How do you think they ended up in a caravan together in Genesis 377

The |sraclites leave

]_:_ggpt under Moses’
lead

1450 B.C.
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| ion of Judah Gen.49

I love books with a surprise ending, and Genesis is no exception. Starting with Adam and Eve, we see the
stage set for a Redeemer to come. With Abraham we begin to see some patterns emerging:
e Barren women, first Sarah, followed by her daughter-in-law Rebekah, blessed with a son through whom
God’s Covenant with mankind will be carried.
e The younger son gaining the blessing and birthright of the older son, as happened with Abraham’s sons
Ishmael and Isaac, and then his grandson’s Esau and Jacob.

These patterns seem to be carried out in Jacob’s family as well. When his favored wife Rachel proves to be
barren, we immediately guess that God will eventually bless her with a child, and a special one at that. When
that child, Joseph, arrives and is given the dream of ruling over his older brothers, our suspicions seem con-
firmed. Surely, this will be the Covenant carrier through whose line all the nations will be redeemed. The
story of Joseph'’s repeated tragedies and triumphs only serve to set him up as THE ONE. The fact that Joseph
himself sees the events of his life as part of God’s greater plan confirm to us his worthiness. In addition, we
have the events related to us that would disqualify his older brothers.

Reuben, the oldest, shows some honor in saving Joseph’s life when his brothers wanted to kill him. But what
had he done in 35:22 that disqualified him from the rights of the firstborn?

That would put Simeon as the next in line, but he and Levi, the next younger brother, had also done some-
thing that earned Jacob’s disapproval. What was it?

Son number four, Judah, does not come across that great either. It was his idea to sell Joseph to the caravan of
Ishmaelites coming through—though he may have seen that as better than the alternatives for Joseph. Perhaps
to escape the constant reminder of guilt in living with their grief stricken father, he moved away and took a
foreign wife. He lived there, away from his family, quit some time, and it seems less than honorably for most
of it. The sons he raised were evil. He sat his widowed daughter-in-law aside rather than honor the custom
that would give her marriage to his third and only surviving son. He sought the services of a prostitute, and
then in a despicable act of hypocrisy wanted his daughter-in-law burned to death for adultery. We see this
kind of man in our day and age too, running from failure and guilt, and running from the kind of man that
they are meant to be.

So, it is no surprise to us when Jacob gives Joseph, a younger son born of a barren wife, the double birth-
right that should have belonged to the firstborn. This birthright will be delivered through the two sons of Jo-
seph, Manasseh and Ephraim, and once again, the younger was given greater than the older. What is a sur-
prise, however, is that it is not Joseph that receives the blessing . Isaac received the birthright and the blessing.
Jacob received the birthright and the blessing. But while Joseph’s sons were given the rights of firstborn in the
double portion of the land that God had promised Jacob, it was Judah, not Joseph, who received the blessing.
Judah, always in the background, comes to the foreground. The story of Judah and Tamar seems almost an
interruption in the story of Joseph, but the interruption becomes the story. It was the lion of Judah who
would rule Israel, and with Judah the scepter would remain until the One, the Redeemer would come.

In the story of Judah and Tamar in chapter 38, what hint
of change do we see in Judah?

What further evidence of change do we see by where he
was living by the time of the famine?

How did Judah behave when Joseph asked for Benjamin
to remain in Egypt!

What part did Tamar play in Judah’s transformation?

t
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Dis-appointcd, or APPointccl? (Gen. %8

Which word would you use to describe Tamar! Surely her life had
not gone as she had hoped. How would you describe her first mar-
riage’

What problems did she have in her second marriage?

How did Judah fail to keep his promise to her?

What did she do about it?

Tamar knew exactly how it felt to wait for a promise to be
kept. She knew about hopes being tied up in a child that it
seemed would never exist. She, like all the other mothers of prom-
ise, was barren—though through different circumstances. I doubt that she even knew or
cared about the promise that God had made to her father-in-law Jacob, she was just trying to survive in
a world of pain and betrayal and loss. Yet, God had appointed her to bring forth Judah’s son. Though
men had meant her harm, God had used it for good, to accomplish the saving of many lives—hers and
Judah’s and many, many more to follow.

What harm and disappointments mar your life? What would it take for you to see your disappoint-
ment as a possible appointment from God!

A Coat of Mang Colors

Joseph had a telling and varied wardrobe in his lifetime. His first notable garment was the multi-
colored robe that his father had given him. It marked his identity as Jacob’s favored son. Under
what circumstances was this garment, and identity, left behind?

Why was it necessary for God’s plan to shed that role?

The next mention we have of Joseph’s attire is when he leaves his robe in the hands of Potiphar’s

wife. What did he leave behind with it?

Finally, Joseph was so thoroughly garbed as an Egyptian that his brothers didn’t even recognize
him. What did he do to show them who he really was?

Sometimes we cling to coverings that need to be left behind. Are there any that you need to

shed?
What does Gal. 3:27 say we are to be clothed with?

TGW WEEK 7



== Fuzzlc Clues

Across
2 animal that Pharaoh dreamt of (4)
5 saved Joseph's life (6)
8 Joseph said "God sent me ahead of you to pre-
serve for you a "(7)

10 number of Benjamin's sons (3)

11 district that Jacob's family settled in Gen. 47:11
(7)

13 first son of Joseph (8)

15 what Joseph did in Potiphar's house (9)

17 Pharaoh provided these for the move (5)

19 hand that Jacob put on Joseph's younger son (5)

21 the Lord brought this to Joseph in whatever he
did Gen. 39:23 (7)

22 Pharaoh gave this ring to Joseph (6)

24 only thing in which Pharaoh was greater than
Joseph (6)

25 Joseph found this in Potiphar's eyes (5)

28 Joseph's appearance (8)

30 Potiphar's wife refered to Joseph as one (6)

33 portion of the land's produce belonging to Phar-
aoh (5)

34 put inf the brother's bags (6)

35 what young Joseph's brothers felt for him (8)

37 Egypt suffered seven years of this (6)

38 Egyptians would not do this with Hebrews (3)

39 the baker and cupbearer both had one (5)

41 Benjamin's was five times as much (7)

42 number of Joseph's brothers (6)

44 Joseph had a colorful one (4)

47 land where Jacob was buried (6)

50 Joseph's father (5)

51 belong to God Gen. 40:8 (15)

54 Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy some (5)

57 done to Jacob after his death (8)

58 number of tribes of Israel (6)

59 the Ishmaelites were traveling by camel in one)

60 detestable to the Egyptians (9)

Down

1 who Joseph was sold to (8)

3 Joseph did this before he appeared before Phar-
aoh (6)

4 Joseph was sold for twenty of these (7)

6 was hung on a tree (5)

7 Joseph instructed his brothers not to do this on
the journey (7)

9

12
14

16

17
18

20
22
23
26
27
29
31

32
33

36
37

40

43
45

46
48

49
50

52

53

55
56

age of Joseph when he entered Pharaoh's service
(6)

what Jacob wore while he mourned Joseph (9)
Joseph pretended to be one when his brothers
came for food (8)

left behind as Joseph's prisoner until the brothers
returned (6)

where the brothers threw Joseph (7)

Joseph searched for his brothers here Gen. 37:14
(7)

the Midianite merchants were traveling from
here to Egypt (6)

number of Jacob's family in Egypt (7)

where Joseph found his brothers Gen. 37:17 (6)
where Jacob's family was invited to live (6)
where Potiphar sent Joseph (6)

the age of Joseph when we first meet him in
Gen. 37:2 (9)

the cupbearer did this to Joseph for two years
(6)

was restored to his position (9)

What the brothers felt toward Joseph in Egypt
(4)

Joseph's youngest brother (8)

Potiphar didn't concern himself with anything
other than this (4)

means "God has made me fruitful in the land of
suffering” (7)

eleven of them bowed to Joseph in a dream (5)
Joseph's garment was dipped in this befor re-
turned to their father (5)

took responsibility for Benjamin's safety (5)
given to Joseph as a wife (7)
new name for Joseph's father (6)
put in charge of Pharaoh's

the whole land of Egypt
(6)

how Pharaoh felt about
the arrival of Joseph's
family (7)

God promised Israel
that He would make
him into a great one in
Egypt (6)

Joseph left this with
Potiphar's wife (5)
daughter of Jacob

and Leah (5)

palace and
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(3enesis 3 7-50

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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21
22
23 24
25 26
27 28 29
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34 35
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37 38 39 40
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24 45 46
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59
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Find the map on page 2 at: http://www.onlinebibleworld.com/wp-
content/gallery/american-bible-society/Sinai-Peninsula-Map-Journey
Israelites-from-Egypt-to-Promised-Land.jpg

To find more studies go to:
http://www.downvictoryrd.com
To contact me by email:

victoryrd@hotmail.com
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