
 
 

 
 

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Daily Reading Plan: 

 
__Mt. 8:14-34,  

   Mk.  4-5   

__Mt. 9-10  

__Mt. 14, Mk. 6,  

   Lk. 9:1-17  

__John 6  

__Mt. 15, Mk. 7 

__Mt. 16-17,  

   Mk. 8-9, 

   Lk. 9:16-62   

__REST AND REVIEW 

 
. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
 

“What good is it for a 

man to gain the whole 

world, and yet lose or 

forfeit his very self?” 
Luke 9:25 

Matt. 8:14-10,14-17 
Mark 4-9 
Luke 9 
John 6

Week 42  

Next week: 
     Mt. 18 
     Lk. 10-17:10 
     Jn. 7-10 

THE TOUCH OF JESUS 
 
     Over and over we see Jesus reaching out to touch others, 
often those who no one else wanted to.  If you look up the 
word touch in the dictionary you will find that there is even 
more meaning to the word than the physical contact that we 
immediately think of.  One definition in particular stood out 
to me: “to deal with: become involved with”. (Webster) 
     That is exactly what Jesus did and exactly what is so hard 
for us to do.  A quick pat on the back certainly has its value, 
but Jesus did so much more.  His touch was an invitation to 
allow Him into their life.  No one was untouchable, no life to 
messy for him to deal with.  Is that how we approach others? 
 
Name the person and how Jesus touched their life in each of 
these references: 
 
Mt. 9:9 __________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
Mk. 5:1-15 _______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
Mk. 5:22 _________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
Mk. 5:25-34 ______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
Mk. 9:17-27 ______________________________________ 
__________________ 
 
Who are these people 
in your world? 
 
How has Jesus touched 
your life? 
 
Whose lives has Jesus 
touched through you? 
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                 A WOMAN OF GREAT COURAGE 
                                  Matt.9:18-26   Mark 5:21-33    
                                                          Luke 8:40-56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     It’s hard for me to understand what life must have 
been like for this woman.  God had pronounced blood 
as sacred, and therefore off limits- much the same as 
He Himself was off limits.  But it brought no honor and 
glory for this woman that had been bleeding for twelve 
years.  The Jewish laws that she lived under were 
strictly enforced.  She was unclean and therefore 
banished from common society. If she had ever been 
married, she surely wasn’t now.  She had tried 
everything, and now there was nothing left to 
try…except Jesus.  The problem was, she couldn’t go 
among the other people in case she would inadvertently 
touch someone in the crowded streets.  She certainly 
should not touch an important and popular rabbi, since 
he would then also become unclean and unfit for 
service.  
     But that is exactly what she dared to do.  Jesus was 
purposefully walking down the street, on his way to 
heal the daughter of someone of status and importance.  
Someone worthy.  Not only did she touch Him, but 
Matthew tells us that she touched the fringe of His 
garment.  Jewish dress was a bit different than that of 
the Greeks and Romans who lived among them.  
Instead of a circular hem on their garment, they had a 
square one.  On each corner, a tassel was hung.  I 
imagine that the tassels of the rabbis were distinctive 
because they were considered the symbol of their 
authority.  People would touch these tassels when they 
made a request of a priest or rabbi in order to 
acknowledge their authority.  This woman, by touching 
one of these tassels, or corner of his garment, was 
expressing her submission to the position and authority 
of Jesus. (The Miracles of Jesus) 
     What I ask myself is this, who are these women in 
our society?  Who are the ones that have been isolated 
by their “uncleanness”? How hard do we make it for 
them to mingle with the religious crowd?  Do we help 
them come to Jesus, or make it harder for them? 
 
Where else do we read this week about people begging 
to touch the edge of his cloak? ___________________ 
What happened to those who touched Him? 

 

THE SLEEPING LION 
Mark 4:37-41 
 
     This story is kind of humorous when it is 
about the disciples, but all too often it has 
been about me. Then there is nothing funny 
about God “sleeping” while I battle in 
desperate fear things that He could easily save 
me from.  Why does He sleep?  Doesn’t He 
care?  Can’t He see what is happening to the 
people that He claims to love? 
     I have a daughter who has always feared 
storms.  If there is one within twenty miles, 
she is fearfully awake.  She doesn’t sleep 
because she doesn’t know that she is safe.  
The disciples didn’t sleep for the same reason.  
But Jesus knew.  He knew His Father had a 
plan for Him.  He knew who ruled the winds 
and the sea because He knew who had created 
them.  He knew that nothing could happen to 
Him without God’s permission.  He knew that 
when bad things did come, they would fulfill 
the purpose for which He came.  There is no 
hurry to act when you know it isn’t needed.  
There is no need for alarm when you fear only 
God, whose love you cannot be separated 
from. 
     Jesus had waited thousands of years until 
just the right time to come.  What power 
would a mere storm have to stop Him?  
So when we face  
those dread storms  
in life, and God  
seems to sleep,  
what are some  
things that we can  
know? __________ 
________________ 

 

 “On the whole, I do not find 
Christians, outside of the catacombs, 
sufficiently sensible of conditions.  

Does anyone have the foggiest idea of 
what sort of power we so blithely 

invoke?  Or, as I suspect, does no one 
believe a word of it?” 

(Annie Dillard as quoted in Galli 111) 
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OUT OF THE HEART   Mt. 15:10-20, Mk. 7:14-19 
 
     It’s not what goes into you that makes you unclean, but what comes  
     out of the heart.  It’s not what happens to you, but what comes from 
you that tells your true condition.  Someone else’s evil can’t taint you, 
but the contents of your own heart can.  Whatever lurks in the dark will 
eventually come into the light, and the truth will be known. 

WALKING ON WATER   Mt. 14:22-33, Mk. 6:45-51, Jn. 6:15-21 
 
     What an event! Immediately after the feeding of the 5,000+, when surely the disciples were quite tired 
and had a lot to think about, Jesus sent them in a boat to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  Meanwhile, He 
dismissed the crowd (how long did it take to get all those people to leave?), then went up the mountainside to 
pray, and probably mourn the death of John the Baptist.   
     But the disciples were struggling in their little fishing boat on a lake seven miles across by twelve miles 
long.  A strong wind had come up as so often happens on the Sea of Galilee.  From His vantage point high 
above on the mountainside, Jesus could see the disciples straining at the oars, but didn’t seem to have any 
intentions of helping them. In the wee hours of the morning, after they had been fighting the wind and waves 
for long hours, there was Jesus, taking a stroll across the lake.  His intent seemed simply to get to the other 
side and meet the disciples at Bethsaida.  The question that brings to mind is, if you can walk on water, why 
spend seven miles doing it when He could just fly through the air, or across time for that matter?  So, even 
though He was about to pass by them (Mk.6:48), did He intend to have an encounter with them on the way?  
    Apparently the disciples were not expecting Him, because when He appeared they thought He was a 
ghost.  How typical of how confused we seem to get in dealing with matters where the spiritual realm 
collides with the earthly realm.  In heaven it may seem perfectly natural to walk on water, but when it’s done 
on earth it is remarkable.  The Spirit will seem perfectly in place in heaven, but when He makes an 
appearance here, we are scared or disbelieving.  How many times have spiritual events on earth been 
attributed to something other than what they are?  Why did it occur to the disciples that the figure was a 
ghost before they thought of it being Jesus? 
     When Jesus spoke to them and reassured them, what was Peter’s response? To follow Him!  Those being 
trained by a rabbi followed him everywhere he went because in essence they were learning to be that rabbi.  
A rabbi only accepted followers that were up to the challenge.  The disciples of Jesus did not apply for the 
training, He chose them.  By asking them to follow Him, He was telling them that they were capable of 
doing it.  So now Peter was taking Jesus at His word.  If Jesus was walking on water, then that’s where Peter 
needed to be walking too.  Jesus didn’t hesitate.  He didn’t say “who do you think you are?”.  He didn’t say 
water walking is only for God.  He just said “Come.”  He knew Peter could do it.  Peter’s faith did waver, 
and he did end up sinking – but he had enough faith and enough commitment to following his Lord to give it 
a try.  That is a powerful example to me.  We tend to see the failure of Peter’s faith in this story.  I see the 
failure of all the other disciples that didn’t even get out of the boat.  Too often that has been me, afraid that I 
will drown in failure.  Jesus didn’t let Peter drown, He helped him back to a place that felt safe, and even 
quieted the wind.  And what affect did all of this have on the spectators in the boat? They worshipped Christ 
as the Son of God.  Maybe Peter didn’t really fail after all. 

 

RULES TAUGHT BY MEN   Mt. 15:1-9, Mk. 7:1-13 
 
What are some ways that we may have let go of the commands of God but hold to the traditions of 
men? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are some of the things Jesus accused the Pharisees and teachers of the Law of? ____________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Across 

1. what Jesus turned the storm to 

7. what fear made Peter do  Mt. 14:30 

11. Jesus makes them hear Mk. 7:36 

12. Jesus watched the disciples straining at these Mk. 
6:48 

14. what the boy's father asked Jesus to help him 
overcome Mk. 9:24 

15. swept over the boat Mt. 8:24 

17. what Jesus went on the mountainside to do Mt. 
14:23 

19. a lack of this made the disciples unable to heal 
Mt. 17:20 

22. her daughter asked for John's head Mt. 14:6-8 

24. what Peter was instructed to do Mt. 17:5 

25. who the miracles were performed on Jn. 6:2 

27. condition of the disciples hearts Mk. 6:52 

28. not above his master Mt. 10:24 

30. the disciples were to take nothing on this Mk. 6:8 

31. the work of God Jn. 6:29 

32. rock on which church would be built Mt. 16:18 

33. where the coins for tax were found Mt. 17:27 

35. what the Greek woman asked for Mk. 7:24-30 

37. that of the Pharisees' was in vain Mt. 15:9 

41. what the blind received Mt. 9:30 

42. worth more than the world Mt. 16:26 

43. what Jesus was mistaken for Mt. 14:26 

45. demons were driven into these at Gadarenes  Mt. 
8:28-32 

46. what Jesus used when He spoke Mk. 4:34 

48. the one doing the speaking  Mt. 10:20 

49. what Jesus wanted to give the disciples Mk.6:31 

50. the Pharisees and Sadducees asked for one Mt. 
16:1 

51. what the paralytic took home with him Mt. 9:6 

 

Down 

1. if you don't take this you are not worthy of Christ 
Mt. 10:38 

2. name of demons in man in the region of Gerasenes 
Mk. 5:8 

3. what the people wanted to make Jesus Jn. 6:15 

4. given along with authority to the disciples Lk. 9:1 

5. Jesus called Judas one Jn. 6:70,71 

6. what Jesus did for 5,000 men Mt. 14:13-21 

7. what Jesus would do in Jerusalem Mt. 16:21 

8. what Jesus brought rather than peace Mt. 10:34 

9. who God wants to have eternal life Jn. 6:40 

10. who Peter said Jesus was Mk. 8:29 

13. who Jesus came to call Mt. 9:13 

15. what Jesus did with the crowds that followed Lk. 
9:11 

16. be as innocent as these Mt. 10:16 

18. hands the disciples ate with Mk. 7:2 

19. the disciples of Jesus didn't Mt. 9:14 

20. Jesus says "I am the ________ of life" Jn. 6:35 

21. don't put new wine in old ones Mt. 9:17 

22. the Jews objected to Jesus saying He was from 
here Jn. 6:41 

23. everyone will be salted with this Mk. 9:49 

26. what God spoke out of Mt. 17:5 

28. what Jesus did in the storm Mt. 8:24 

29. what the disciples preached that people should do 
Mk. 6:12 

33. what Jesus said Mt. 8:22 

34. number of baskets of leftovers Mt. 15:37 

36. appeared in splendor Lk. 9:30 

37. what Peter walked on Mt. 14:29 

38. plentiful Mt. 9:37 

39. place required for being first Mk. 9:35 

40. man whose daughter was dying Mk. 5:22 

44. where evil thoughts come from Mt. 15:19 

47. the face of Jesus shone like this Mt. 17:2 

 

 
PUZZLE CLUES (taken from the NIV translation) 

For comments or questions, 
contact me at   

victoryrd@hotmail.com or for 
more studies visit my website 
at www.downvictoryrd.com  



        PUZZLE PAGE    
WEEK 42

1 2 3 4

5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15

16 17 18

19 20

21
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25 26

27

28 29

30

31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46

47

48 49

50 51

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• If the teachers of the Law would not have challenged him, would Jesus have stopped 
with forgiving, but not healing, the paralytic (Matt. 9:1-6)? 
• Is Jesus’ power really limited by the lack of faith of others (Mark 6:5,6)? 
• What does it mean to be salted by fire (Mark 9:49)? 
• What’s with James and John wanting to call fire down from heaven (Luke 9:54)? 
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 WEEK 41 
PUZZLE ANSWERS 

WANT TO READ WHAT I READ? 
 
THE TOUCH OF JESUS  p.1 
Merriam Webster’s Dictionary. 11th edition. 
 
A WOMAN OF GREAT COURAGE p.2 
The Miracles of Jesus. Ed. Matt Williams. Deeper Connec-   
          tions. DVD. Zondervan, 2007. 
 
ANNIE DILLARD QUOTE p2. 
Galli, Mark. Jesus Mean and Wild. Grand Rapids: Baker   
          Books, 2006. 

FED AND MORE    
Mt. 14:13-21, Mk.6:32-44, Lk.9:10-17 
John 6:1-13 
 
     We serve an extravagant God.  When 
the crowd was hungry, He provided for 
them, but not with just enough to get by on, 
but with plenty.  In fact, with enough to 
have basketfuls of food left over, more than 
what they had started with. 
     Is that how we help those in need?  Do 
we serve the same meal, in the same 
abundance at the soup kitchen as we would 
serve at a church dinner?  Lets follow the 
example of our Lord with extravagant, 
abundant giving that we might show others 
what kind of love God has for them. 
     And while we might not always be able 
to meet everyone’s needs any more than the 
disciples could with five loaves and two 
fish, we can bring them to Jesus. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION   Mt. 17:1-13, Mk. 9:2-13. Lk. 9:28-36 

What did Jesus say to the disciples in Mt. 16:28? _________________________________________ 
Do you think Jesus referred to the transfiguration, or something else, or both? __________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Who appeared with Jesus at the transfiguration? __________________________________________ 
Why these two? ____________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                          How did Jesus and the others appear? _____________ 
                                                                          ____________________________________________ 
                                                                          What was Peter’s response to what he saw? _________ 
                                                                           ___________________________________________ 
                                                                          What did God tell him to do? ____________________ 
                                                                          ____________________________________________ 
                                                                          Which do you find easier to do? __________________ 
                                                                          ____________________________________________ 
                                                                           Why? ______________________________________ 


