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Daily Reading Plan: 
__Jn. 11  

__Lk. 17:11-18:14   

__Mt. 19, Mk. 10 

__Mt. 20-21 

__Lk. 18:15-19, 

   Mk. 11, Jn. 12 

__Mt. 22, Mk. 12 

__REST* 

 
*Use this day to meditate on the 

week’s Scripture reading.  If 

needed, use it to catch up or read 

ahead. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 

“Love the Lord your 
God with ALL your 
heart and with ALL 

your soul and with ALL 
your mind and with 

ALL your strength.” 
Mark 12:30 

John 11-12 
Luke 17-19 
Matt. 19-22 
Mark10-12 

Week 44  

Next week: 
              Mt. 23-28 
              Mk. 13-16 
              Lk. 20-24 
              Jn. 13-21 

GRATITUDE   Lk. 17:11-19 
 
Why did Jesus instruct the lepers to go show themselves to the 
priests before they were cleansed? _______________________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
What risk were they taking by obeying Jesus? ______________ 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 
What happened because they were willing to obey? _________ 
___________________________________________________ 
How many came back to thank Jesus? ____________________ 
 
     In verse 17 all were cleansed, which is translated from the 
Greek katharizo and means free from filth, legal or ceremonial 
cleansing or purification as from leprosy.  Spiritually, it means 
to purify from the pollution and guilt of sin. In verse 19 the 
grateful one was made well (Greek sozo).  The word means 
safe, delivered, made whole, preserve from danger, loss, or 
destruction. Most frequently used to refer to the spiritual 
salvation of the soul. (Key Word Study Bible) 
 
What is the difference between what all the lepers received and 
what the tenth also gained? _____________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
How important was it to Jesus that this man expressed his 
thanks? ____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
How important do you think it is to Jesus that we are grateful? 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
In Romans 1:21-31, what are some of the results of a lack of 
gratitude? __________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
Read Psalms 136.  Have you remembered to thank God for 
these things today? ___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
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THE EYE OF A NEEDLE? 
Matt. 19:24, Mk. 10:25 
 

“It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God.”  Mk. 10:25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
   This drawing of a small door 
within a larger gate shows what 
some think to be the meaning of this 
verse. It is called a needle gate 
because the larger door can be 
closed and barred at night leaving a 
smaller door that a person can pass 
through, but would indeed be very 
difficult for a camel. Such city gates 
existed in Jaffa and Hebron, but no 
such gate is known to have existed 
in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus.  
(Archaeological Study Bible 1594) 
This interpretation of Jesus’ state-
ment to the disciples has been 
dismissed by many. 
    Another theory is that there was a 
mistake in translating a similar 
sounding word and rope is the 
intended word instead of camel.  It 
would still be a tricky feat to thread 
a rope through a needle’s eye. 
    It doesn’t really matter much 
though, because the point that Jesus 
makes is clear. It is impossible for 
someone to be good enough to 
deserve salvation on their own 
merit.   Jesus doesn’t mean it’s hard, 
He means it’s IMPOSSIBLE.  But 
what is impossible for man is 
possible for God! 

THE RICH YOUNG RULER 
Mt. 19:16-30, Lk. 18:18-30 and Mk.10:17-31 
 
     He asked Jesus the crucial question: “Good teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus’ response is interesting.   “Why do 
you call me good?  No one is good – except God alone.”  It seems 
like Jesus is trying to prod the guy into the realization that Jesus is 
God, the source of salvation instead of only a teacher like the rabbis 
that could give him wise advice in  how to earn salvation through 
perfectly following the law.  I don’t think the guy quite got it, so 
Jesus went on to show him that he would not and could not ever be 
perfect enough for heaven, which of course made him sad.  As C.S. 
Lewis said, “No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard 
to be good.”  Jesus realized the rich young ruler had yet to get to this 
point.    
     Sometimes, I am too much like this “righteous” man and not 
enough like the blind beggar at the side of the road.  Like the rich 
young ruler, I sometimes slip into making perfection of what I can 
offer God my goal rather than submission to the mercy that He grants 
my imperfection.  The rich young ruler wanted the right thing, but he 
wanted to arrive there by doing everything just right.  Following that 
path of perfection leads us down a road that would lead to 
heaven….if we could do it.  But we can’t.  At some point we will 
stumble and fail.  If our salvation is based on our own perfection, we 
aren’t going to make it.  The stumbling point for this particular man 
was his wealth.  Jesus knew that, so that is why He came right to the 
point of showing this man the fallacy of his plan.  This man didn’t 
really need to know what was right, he already knew.  What he 
needed to know was that he needed the saving grace of Jesus more 
than anything else.  It is impossible to be good enough no matter 
where our wealth of ability lies.  I hate offering God something that is 
less than perfect, yet that is all I have to offer Him.  That is what 
Jesus wanted the rich young ruler to realize and that is what He wants 
us to know as well.  All I have that can save me is Jesus.  Will I turn 
away sad because I couldn’t be “good enough” to save myself, or will 
I acknowledge my need for Him? 
     Whatever we feel rich in, can be a temptation for us.  It is when 
we realize our true poverty of self that we can gain the kingdom of 
heaven.  Children understand they need help with the simplest aspects 
of their survival.  Beggars certainly understand they need help.  This 
man still thought he could accomplish on his own what is possible 
only with God. 
     Being rich was the only thing Lazarus had going for him.  He was 
short on stature both physically and socially, but he had wealth.  He 
gave all he had because he realized it was nothing compared to what 
he had to gain through Jesus.  The poor widow had even less to give, 
but she gave it all out of her spiritual wealth.  The tax collector 
praying in the presence of the Pharisee understood what the Pharisee 
did not – he needed God’s grace. 

 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God”   Eph. 2:8 
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AN ANGRY JESUS?  
 
What is distinctive about each account of Jesus confronting the  
moneychangers in the temple?  
 
Mt. 21:12-16 ____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
Mk. 11:15-18 ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
Lk. 19:45-47 ____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
Jn. 2:13-15 ______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Why do you think Jesus was so angry about what the moneychangers  
were doing? _____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
How would you feel about a church leader behaving the way that Jesus did? _____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Describe a time that you took a stand against something wrong? ______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you haven’t, why not? ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Sometimes the most honest and truthful response to foolishness or evil is anger.  Jesus couldn’t have 
integrity if he was indifferent.  The person who is always nice, always decorous, always even-keeled 

is likely a person who ultimately does not care about what God cares about.”  (Galli 69) 

DIVORCE 
Mt. 19:1-12 and Mk. 10:1-12 
     Rabbi Shammai said that divorce should 
only be granted for infidelity.  Rabbi Hillel 
said that the Laws of Moses allowed for 
divorce for all kinds of reasons.  (Women’s 
Study Bible 1238)  The people then, as the 
people now, wanted to know which expert 
they should listen to.  Jesus said that they 
were both missing the boat entirely. 
     Rather than go back to the passage they 
were debating (Deut. 24:1-4), Jesus went 
further back, to God’s creation of marriage. 
God intended a husband and wife to become 
one.  If that would really happen, then 
nothing would be able to break it apart.  So 
maybe instead of understanding divorce 
better, we need to understand marriage better. 
 
What does it mean to become one flesh? ___ 
____________________________________  

HOW MUCH IS ALL? 
Deut. 6:5, Mt. 22:37, and Mk. 12:30 
     The Greek word for “all” is holos.  It means com-
plete in extent, amount, time or degree. It means 
altogether, every whit, throughout and whole. (Meyers) 
 
     Zacchaeus gave it all, the rich young ruler did 
not.  The praying tax collector gave it all, the 
Pharisee did not.  The widow gave it all in her 
offering, as did Mary when she anointed Jesus with 
perfume.  Jesus loved with it all when he cried with 
Mary, wept over Jerusalem, drove out the money 
changers, and prepared the disciples for His death. 
 
How completely are you in love with God? ______ 
_________________________________________ 
How does that express itself through your heart? 
_________________________________________ 
Mind? ___________________________________ 
Soul? ____________________________________ 
Strength? _________________________________ 
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Across 

1. was from Bethsaida Jn. 12:21 

3. what the Son of Man came to seek and save 
Lk. 19:10 

6. a blind man was sitting here Lk. 18:35 

9. what the crowd shouted as Jesus entered 
Jerusalem Jn. 12:13 

11. only God is Lk. 18:19 

12. what Jesus wept over Lk. 19:41 

14. number of days Lazarus had been in the 
tomb Jn. 11:17 

15. were brought to Jesus Mt. 19:13 

16. what Mary poured on Jesus feet Jn. 12:3 

17. wanted to see Jesus Jn. 12:20,21 

18. came to the house of Zacchaeus Lk. 19:9 

23. Jesus did this Jn. 11:35 

24. Jesus told the disciples where to find one Lk. 
19:28-30 

26. climbed a tree Lk. 19:1-4 

27. what the crowds were at the teaching of 
Jesus Mt. 22:33 

30. what the humble will be Lk. 18:14 

31. picture of him on a denarius Mk. 12:16 

34. Jesus was tested with questions about this 
Mt. 19:3 

35. what Martha did for Jesus Jn. 12:2 

36. brought to Jesus Lk. 18:15 

37. town less than 2 miles from Jerusalem Jn. 
11:18 
 

Down 

2. many did not believe because they would 
rather have this from men than God Jn. 12:43 

4. what Jesus was when He saw Mary weeping 
Jn. 11:33 

5. name of the blind man Mk. 10:46 

7. God's is within you Lk. 17:21 

8. a poor one gave all she had Mk. 12:41-44 

10. woman in the parable plead for this Lk. 18:3 

12. criticized Mary Jn. 12:4 

13. will be last Mt. 19:30 

14. tree that Jesus caused to wither Mt. 21:19 

15. high priest Jn. 11:49 

19. how much heart, soul and mind and strength 
to love God with Mk. 12:30 

20. love them as yourself Mt. 22:39 

21. how Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus Lk. 19:6 

22. Mary and Martha's brother Jn. 11:1,2 

25. some worked all day for one Mt. 20:2 

28. say there is no resurrection Mt. 22:23 

29. that of Jesus was questioned Mk. 11:28 

32. village that Jesus withdrew to Jn. 11:54 

33. when the dead rise they will be like these 
Mk. 12:25 

34. Jesus rode on one Jn. 12:14 

 
 
 
 

 
PUZZLE CLUES (taken from the NIV translation) 

 “You are in error because you do not know the  
Scriptures or the power of God.” 

Matthew 22:29 
Could anyone say that of you? ___________________________________________ 

To contact me, or for 
more studies, visit my 

website at 
www.downvictoryrd.com  
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        PUZZLE PAGE    
        WEEK 44                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9

10

11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29

30

31 32 33

34

35

36

37

Why did 
Jesus expect 
the fig tree to 
produce fruit 
out of 
season? 

LAZARUS ALIVE! 
What does a person look like after they have been dead 
for four days? 
 
When does the spirit leave the body? 
 
Where was Jesus when Lazarus died the 2nd time? 
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WHOSE IMAGE DO YOU BEAR?  Mt. 22:15-17 and Mk. 12:13-17 
    Tiberius was the Caesar during the ministry of Jesus, but to understand the weight of Jesus 
statement we need a little background information.  We will start with Julius Caesar being 
declared god in 42 BC.  His adopted son Octavian took on the name of Caesar Augustus in 27 
BC, claiming the divinity of his father, but focusing his energies on becoming a powerful 
military ruler.  That included the power to intervene in the provinces of Rome.  The 
combination of military might and divinity made him a powerful head of state, but he was 
careful to at least appear to be following the will of the people.   Augustus arranged for Agrippa 
to marry his daughter Julia and become his successor.  In Rome, Augustus was responsible for 
initiating measures to strengthen the moral fiber of his people. His wife, Livia Drusilla was 
considered the most powerful woman in the empire at this time. She embodied standards of 
modesty, marital faithfulness, and control of her household.  Her son was  
Tiberius, stepson of Augustus.  When Agrippa died in 12 BC, his widow  
Julia was married to Tiberius. Tiberius was reluctant to join his stepfather 
 in leadership, but nevertheless, by 13 AD had been granted equal authority  
with Augustus everywhere but Rome.  Augustus died in 14 AD, leaving the 
 disinterested and unskilled Tiberius in power until 37 AD. (Potter 42-60) 
     Just as our coins carry the images of our Presidents as well as a message 
attesting a loyalty to God, the silver denarius carried the image of Tiberius  
and bore the message “Tiberius, Son of the Divine Augustus.”  (Archaeological Study Bible) For   
                              some Jews, to use this coin was idolatry because it proclaimed Caesar   
                              Tiberius as divine. But the question asked of Jesus wasn’t a sincere desire to  
                              know how God would have them deal with earthly authority, but was rather  
                              using a controversial issue to try and trip Jesus up.  Jesus answer was a clever 
                              evasion of their trap, while still speaking to us a thoughtful truth. 
        I like having “IN GOD WE TRUST” inscribed on our coins.  I want it to stay as a 
testimony to the belief of my nation.  Even more, I want the words to actually be the belief of 
my nation.   If this was the issue that had been used to question Jesus, how do you think He 
would have responded? _________________________________________________________ 
What did Jesus mean be saying “…give to God what is God’s”? _________________________ 
Whose image do you bear engraved on your heart? ___________________________________ 
Have you given yourself fully to Him? _____________________________________________ 

The city of Tiberias 
was founded by Herod 
Antipas, governor of 
Galilee in honor of 
Tiberius.  In 26 AD 
Tiberius appointed 
Pontius Pilate as 

governor of Judea. 

F J E R I C H O L T L
I U U A H I L
R D M W A T C H I N G A A
E V E R Y T H I N G E E H Z N

A L T L F T A G
F I M A I M E D F R E

H U M A N A M B O U L T
U P A T I E N C E R E X C U S E S H

W O R L D E A H I
I T D I S T R A C T E D A R
N A E E S A T A N S
T R U T H G B B T M E T
E U A B L S H E E P A N G R Y
R M L A I I S C

B B L I S T E N I N G T H E L L
R L L H D N A A
O N E E E B A N Q U E T M
T G R E E D R L E U
H Y B L A S P H E M Y H E R O D
E H E A E U
R E R O S H E P H E R D
S A M A R I T A N P T A
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V O I C E C H I L D R E N R I
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